The importance of plants in Slngapore festive celebratlons

4 important Festive celebration in Singapore.
Chinese New Year, Deepavali, Hari Raya Aidilfitri, and Christmas Day

Chinese New Year

Chinese New Year marks the start of the Lunar New Year (also known as the spring festival), homes blossom with
traditional flowers and fruits. In addition to the decorative and festive effect, the fruits and flowers convey a rich
and symbolic message. Each one has a long tradition of being a part of the Chinese New Year celebration.

The Chinese believe that there will be no fruits with-
out flowers; hence, it is very important to have flowers
and plants as decorations during Chinese New Year.
Plants signify growth and flowers symbolize wealth.
Cherry Blossoms signify reliability and perseverance
while Pussy Willows signify new beginnings and
wealth and is known as the harbinger of spring. Pussy
Willows, “ying liu” in Chinese which sounds like
“money flowing in” is a plant that can be seen in most
Chinese households decorated with gold ingots and
red packets to attract wealth and prosperity. Some
families also send them as gifts when they visit friends

during Chinese New Year.

Tangerines in Chinese sounds similar to the word "luck”

and orange sounds like the Chinese word for "wealth".
Through the play of words, the Chinese is associating the
gift of orange and tangerine as having an abundance of
happiness and prosperity. The bright orange color of the

fruits also symbolizes 'gold’, hence it has an auspicious
meaning to bring in good luck and wealth.

during Chinese New Year. As such, red azaleas are per- J& el Chrysanrhemum“ ,‘
fect for Chinese New Year. In Chinese, azaleas are called (Hyaant&moncnrﬂm) (Dcndranthcma grandzﬂora) ﬁ:

Red, which symbolizes happiness, is a prominent colour

“ying shan hung,” meaning “a glowing mountain of red.” These blooming red beautles w1ll add colour and
brighten up your home. Azaleas symbolizes happiness, harmony and balance.



